Minutes of Hilmarton Parish Council Meeting held on Tuesday 7th March 2017 in Hilmarton Community Room at 7.30pm.
Councillors Present

M Wilkins,  J Henly, J McFadzean, J Files, S Stott, P Foley and R Fry
Clerk: Jacquie Henly

Wiltshire Councillor: Christine Crisp

Visitors Present:  1


Item 1 Apologies for absence
1.1 Apologies were received from Cllrs: M Jeary and L Hays
Item 2 – Declarations of Interest in items on the Agenda
2.1  There were no declarations of interest regarding items on the agenda.


Item 3 – Co-option of Mr Robert Fry onto the Parish Council
3.1 Robert Fry was co-opted onto the Parish Council.

3.2 Robert signed the Acceptance of Office book, following the meeting.

3.3 The Chairman welcomed the new councillor to the Parish Council.

Item 4 – Minutes of the last meeting

4.1 Minutes from the Parish Council meeting dated 6th December 2016 were approved by all present and signed by the Chairman.
Item 5 – To discuss Items on the Clerks Report previously circulated to members

5.1 Sent comments to Wiltshire Council regarding planning applications considered at the December meeting and those circulated to members following the meeting.

5.2 Queried with WC the reason for the incorrect address on application 16/11681/TCA – WC have since amended their records.
5.3 Contacted the Planning Enforcement Team to ask for updates on the following sites:
     Stables at Bushton Road next to Highway junction, Sunnyside House in Hilmarton. 
5.4 Reported to Planning Enforcement Team the mobile home at Hoppingstones is being occupied despite a previous planning application being refused. 

5.5 Distributed the dates of the Calne Area Board meetings to all members of the Parish Council asking for volunteers to come forward to attend each of the meetings representing Hilmarton Parish Council. 

5.6 Submitted Hilmarton Parish Councils Precept Request to Wiltshire Council. 

5.7 Notified the Elections Team of Wiltshire Council of the automatic suspension of Chris Mastin-Lee as a Parish Councillor due to non-attendance of meetings.  Notices advertising the vacancy were subsequently published on the Parish Notice Boards.  
5.8 Reported two missing manhole covers from the road leading to Clevancy and Corton.  Very dangerous as opening of hole was approximately 3ft across with a drop of 10 ft down.  WC attended immediately and coned off both manholes.

Item 6 – Finance
6.1 Account balances inclusive of all cheques written and deposits made up to 3rd February 2017 Current Account: 3619.59 Deposit Account: £8990.16

6.2 
	Cheque No
	Payee
	Amount

	375
	Kevin Iles – Play Park
	5730.00

	376
	J Henly Clerks Salary – Oct-Dec
	895.00

	377
	Information Commissioner – Annual Subscription
	35.00

	378
	Hilmarton PCC – Churchyard Maintenance
	600.00

	379
	M Wilkins – Litter Picking Equipment
	293.40

	
	Money Received
	Amount

	
	S106 funds for play park 
	3750.00


The Clerk explained that cheque number 379 was added after the report was circulated.  The re-imbursement of funds was made to Cllr Wilkins with the knowledge of a grant payment due from the Area Board funding the litter picking equipment. 

Item 7 – Planning 

7.1 Updates of planning applications had previously been circulated to members.
7.2 A concern was raised by the Chairman, on the use of a field for a weekly car boot sale at Beversbrook Farm. There appears to have been no planning consent applied for or granted.   Cllr Crisp was invited to give an update.  She reported the Planning Enforcement Team has notified the owners of the field they can only hold events on that land for 14 days in a single year without planning permission.  If they exceed this number, they will be served a stop notice.  Local people are encouraged to record the dates and times of events to assist Wiltshire Council in making sure the rules are not breached. 
7.3  Attention has been focused on The Duke Hotel. Arkells Brewery are considering the closure and eventual sale of the pub if Wiltshire Council do not agree to an affordable compromise for a dining area extension. 

It was confirmed at the meeting that the Parish Council, members of the local community and Cllr Crisp do not want the Duke to close, it was decided they will work together with Arkells and try to achieve a compromise which is acceptable to all. 

7.4  Planning Application 17/02004/TCA was considered.  There were no objections to the application.


Item 8 – Neighbourhood Plan
8.1 The Chairman put forward a suggestion that Hilmarton Parish Council should consider producing a Neighbourhood Plan.  Following discussion it was resolved an application should be made to produce a Neighbourhood Plan for Hilmarton Parish. 


Item 9 – Exchange of Information
9.1 Cllr Stott reported that Tesco have started groundwork on the site by the Calne bypass.

9.2 Following the successful litter pick/clean up day on Saturday, Cllr Files suggested regular clean up days could be organised, especially as we now have our own kit.  It was also suggested signs could be purchased with money left over from the grant money.  The signs would highlight the date of the next clean up days and ask for volunteers.  Specific areas could be identified with volunteers working in groups.  The Chairman agreed to source some signs.

9.3  Cllr McFadzean reported there were numerous discarded cigarette packets behind one of the Guinness Trust homes.  She agreed to pick them up and take before and after photos at the site.  The situation would then be monitored. A request to the household may be necessary asking them to dispose of their rubbish responsibly.  

9.4  Cllr McFadzean also reported a gateway had been made from one of the houses leading directly into the field.  After discussion it was agreed this was not a Parish Council issue and unless we received a complaint no action should be taken. 

9.5  The Clerk was asked to circulate a link for the Councillor Nomination Forms to be put forward for the coming election in May.   
   

Item 10 – Date of the Next Meeting
10.1    The next meeting of Hilmarton Parish Council is scheduled for 2nd May 2017.  However as the elections are due on 4th May to comply with the statutory regulations the meeting will be held on Tuesday 16th May in the Community Room at Hilmarton Community Hall, access via Poynder Place. 
Item 12 - Close of the Meeting

12.1  The meeting closed at 8.25pm  

Signed …………………………………………….  Date …………………………………..  

Chairman             

