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HILMARTON PARISH COUNCIL - ANNUAL PARISH REPORT 2018

Chairman

As last year, I reiterate, Where has the time gone?

I have pleasure in submitting this short report of 2017-18.

It was with shocked sadness we lost our very ‘colourful’ fellow Councillor, Paul Foley, just before Christmas.

He would often contribute light hearted comments throughout a meeting. The Parish has lost an original character.

Steve Stott and Peter Delamere both resigned a short time ago, I thank them both for the time and effort they gave to the Parish.

We welcomed Roby Fry who was co-opted on to the Parish Council.

The number of Parish Councillors are at it’s lowest for many years, we need four to meet our compliment of eleven members.

Once again I thank my Councillor colleagues for their support over the last year and on behalf of Hilmarton Parish Council I thank Jacquie for her professional approach and guidance in her role as Clerk.

Mel Wilkins – May 2018

Finance
Every year internal and external auditors audit the Parish Council accounts.  Many thanks to Chris Chapman for fulfilling the Internal Auditor role again this year.  Our External Auditors are PKF Littlejohn LLP from London, following our Annual Parish Council Meeting our accounts will be forwarded to them for approval.
The precept for 2018/2019 is set at £8000.00.  This request remains the same as last year.

Planning

Over the last 12 months there have been 18 planning applications within the Parish.

16 were permitted, 1 was withdrawn, 1 is pending a decision by Wiltshire Council (WC).

Of the above applications only 1 of the decisions made by WC differed from the recommendation of the Parish Council.
Play Park
The play park continues to be well used and enjoyed by residents and visitors.  The children have benefited from the work carried out last year to improve the surface area in the play park.  The equipment is checked on a regular basis and funding put aside for necessary maintenance and safety inspection fees.

Parish Newsletter/Website
The Parish Newsletter continues to be published monthly. The Editorial Team would like to thank all the Groups and individuals who contribute regular items for the Newsletter.  More than two thirds of the newsletters are circulated by e-mail, we would really like to increase this number, if you have not yet supplied your e-mail address to the team, please contact the Parish Clerk: jacquie88@btinternet.com 

Thank you to Wilkins Builders for continuing to photo copy the monthly issues and last but not least the volunteers who deliver the paper copies, come rain or shine, every month. 

Don’t forget to send us any news, dates of events or updates for your groups to go on the Parish web site.  It is also nice to have photos and reports of events that have taken place, as these are a way of recording all the exciting things that happen throughout the year. Please send any information to jacquie88@btinternet.com 
Open Spaces

Kevin Iles Home & Garden Services have continued to look after the flower tubs as you enter the village of Hilmarton. The Gardening Club continue to look after the flower tubs by the Well House and all have looked fantastic all year round.   The effort that goes into keeping the Parish looking so good is really appreciated.    

Reminders to dog owners, please do not to take dogs into the School Playing fields or Children’s Play Park and please pick up your dog mess whilst out walking. Please also make sure your dog is not allowed to roam around outside your property unaccompanied.   
Highways
This year has seen the introduction of yellow lines on the corner of Church Road in Hilmarton. These lines came about after receiving numerous complaints and listening to concerns highlighted by many residents and visitors of the parish, about the dangerous and inconsiderate parking in that area. The Parish Council consulted with Wiltshire Police and Wiltshire Council in 2014. The police tried leaflet dropping to local residents and visitors to the School but these leaflets had no effect on improving the situation.  We were then advised to apply for double yellow lines.  We know this has caused concern and upset for a few residents but sometimes decisions are not always going to be welcome to all even though they are made in the best interests of the majority.    
Our contacts at Wiltshire Council (WC) continue to support us on community days to help keep the Parish looking smart and tidy. If you notice any highway issues that need attention (hedges overgrowing the highways or pavements, grit bins that need refilling or repairs to pot holes etc) then these can be reported 
on My Wiltshire: 

•      http://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/mywiltshire-online- reporting 

•      or by phoning 0300 456 0105 

•      by post Customer Services, County Hall, Bythesea Road, Trowbridge BA14 8JN 

•      by email northernhighways@wiltshire.gov.uk 

We remind residents each year to please be considerate when parking vehicles.  Remember it is an offence to park on pavements as this causes an obstruction. Similarly, parking on corners is dangerous and can also be an offence that could attract a parking fine.  

Parish Councillors Contact Details

Jeff Files - 760336                         Rob Fry – 07900 52636                       Lynne Hays -  760535                         John Henly – 760401                        Marion Jeary – 760689                       Jasmine McFadzean – 760611                

Mel Wilkins - 760572

 

Clerk to the Parish Council:  Mrs J Henly   Tel: 01249 760401    E-mail: Jacquie88@btinternet.com 
Chairman: Mr M Wilkins 
