
Minutes of Hilmarton Parish Council Virtual Meeting held on Wednesday 2nd December 2020 at 8.00pm.
Councillors Present
J Henly (Chairman) M Wilkins, J McFadzean, L Hays, J Files, W Leaning, R Fry, M Farci, S Warren-Wilcox

Also present: Wiltshire Councillors Christine Crisp and Ashley O’Neill
Clerk: Jacquie Henly

Introductions were made and the Chairman welcomed Marcus, Shawn and Ashley to the meeting.
Item 1 Apologies for absence
1.1  No apologies were received before or at the meeting but an e-mail was received from Marion the  following morning, due to unforeseen circumstances she could not attend.  

Item 2 – Co-option of two new Councillors
2.1 The Chairman explained that usually himself, Cllrs Wilkins and McFadzean would have held a short informal meeting with both new candidates who had put themselves forward for co-option.  However due to lockdown this had not been possible.  Even though the informal meeting had not taken place from reading the two applications all were happy to propose co-option.  There were no objections and Marcus Farci and Shawn Warren-Wilcox were unanimously co-opted as new parish councilors.  

2.2 Both Marcus and Shawn will need to sign the Declaration of Acceptance book following the meeting. 

Item 3 – Declarations of Interest in items on the Agenda
3.1 The Chairman declared an interest in item 7c on the agenda.  His wife is the Clerk; her salary was included in the budget/precept.  He is also a member of the PCC with an interest in the churchyard maintenance which is included in the budget/precept.   Although Cllr Wilkins could not be heard during the call due to technical difficulties, he also has an interest in the churchyard maintenance being a PCC member.
Item 4 – Minutes of the last meeting
4.1 Minutes from the Parish Council meeting dated 2nd September 2020 were approved by all present and signed by the Chairman.
Item 5 – To discuss Items on the Clerks Report previously circulated to members

5.1 Reported to Wiltshire Council Planning Department comments from the Parish Council relating to planning

applications received since September 2020.

5.2 Contacted WC Planning Control re further activity at the Bushton Site even though the site is under appeal after retrospective planning being refused.  Sean Williams from WC will chase the Inspectorate for a decision. 

5.3 Informed Gigaclear that Preschool would like the Community Hub installed.  Will liaise with Preschool and Gigaclear to co-ordinate installation.

5.4 Sent a message to Dave Leaning thanking him for setting up the link for the Parish Council meeting.

5.5 Contacted Emma Dowie with reference to starting up a Hilmarton Road Safety Group.   Emma will see what community interest there is and try to form a group that will liaise with the Parish Council.

5.6 Contacted the School and Preschool and asked if they can send out a gentle reminder to parents driving through the village to lower their speed.

5.7 Received a letter of resignation from David Rhodes.  Informed members of his resignation and wrote to David thanking him for his service to the Parish during his time on the Council.

5.8 Received notification from WC Christine Crisp regarding her retirement as a Wiltshire Councillor.  Informed members and wrote to Christine thanking her for her service to the Parish over many years.

5.9 Ordered Wild Flower Seeds for the Wild Flower Meadow Project
5.10 Liaised with Peter Wiltshire regarding preparation of the ground along the Compton Road ready for sewing wild flower seeds.

5.11 Cllr Henly assisted Peter Wiltshire whilst he prepared the ground.

5.12 Organised with Cllr McFadzean and her husband John along with Lauren Henly and James Stewart to sew Wild Flower Seeds (ensuring all were socially distanced) 

5.13 Invited residents to plant spring bulbs in the area if they wished to do so.  A good response was received and approximately 14 families said they would like to participate.  Residents can go at anytime during the next week or so at a time convenient to them, so there should be no problem with social distancing.     

5,14 Prepared the Budget/Precept in preparation for the December Parish Council Meeting. 

5.15 Advertised the Parish Councillor Vacancies in the Neighbourhood News and on Social Media.

5.16 Liaised with 2 new potential candidates in preparation for the December meeting. 


Item 6 – Update on the Neighbourhood Plan

6.1 Cllr Wilkins updated the Steering Group with news of Wiltshire Councils 'White Paper' on proposals for a simplified Planning System.
I also asked if everyone was prepared to remain in the group, with a view to re-commence production of a NP in the Spring. I am pleased to report I received positive response and can say the only changes are:  Simon Bones will step in for his wife Frances and Jacquie Henly has kindly agreed to be our Secretary.

Item 7 – Finance 
7.1 Account balances inclusive of all cheques written and deposits made up to end of November 2020 Current Account: £1808.39        Deposit Account:  £21228.01 

7.2
	Payment Detail
	Payee
	Amount

	T/F 
	Kevin Iles House & Gardens Services
	                      48.00

	T/F 
	Alex Blackburn
	                     50.00

	T/F
	J Henly Clerk Salary & Back Payment re NALC increase
	                   1434.50

	T/F
	 Kevin Iles House & Gardens Services
	                     144.00

	T/F
	J Henly – For Wild Flower Seeds
	                     127.00

	T/F
	The PCC of Hilmarton – Churchyard Maintenance 
	                    650.00

	
	
	

	
	Paid In
	Amount

	
	August Interest
	.21

	
	September Interest
	.21

	
	October Interest
	.20

	
	November Interest 
	.20



7.3 The Budget/Precept had previously been distributed to members.  The Clerk noted that for the first time in many years the amount to be requested was being raised by £500 to £8500. Following a short discussion, it was resolved to request a £8500.00 Precept from Wiltshire Council.

7.4 The Clerk reported that she had only been able to obtain one quote so far for replacing some equipment in the Play Park.  The Company make bespoke wooden items and the total cost for replacing the Large Play House with two wooden hexagonal forts linked by a bridge with climbing wall, scramble net, ladder, firefighters pole and a stainless steel slide.  Replacing the two spring toddler toys with a wooden interactive play train and carriage and steering wheel.  Plus installing a safe grass mat surface around the two towers would cost £14350.00 -this figure does not include removal of the old equipment – separate quotes will be obtained for that. 

7.5 Cllr Farci suggested looking at refurbished equipment as well as brand new. 

7.6 Cllr McFadzean suggested contacting S Aplin from Calne for a quote. Both the above items will be followed up. 

Item 8 - Planning
8.1 Updates on planning applications had previously been circulated and was approved by all present.

8.2 Application number 20/09493/FUL – Proposed alterations and extension with changes to materials from previous approved application 42 – Pynder Place Hilmarton was discussed and there were no objections.

8.3 Application number 20/09579/FUL Change of Use from Farm to industrial – Beversbrook Farm Hilmarton was discussed and there were no objections. 

Item 9 – Exchange of Information
9.1  Cllr Files reported that he would be taking over the regular monthly checking of the defibrillator.

The Clerk reported that the School are applying for a replacement unit. 

9.2.  Cllr Hays said she would like consideration to be given to have one installed in Goatacre.  Cllr Fry suggested that Goatacre Cricket Club apply for a Grant from a sports council as the venue was used by so many.  Cllr Hays will follow up.

9.3 Cllr Farci said he would follow up on some of the items that have come up during the meeting as he has some ideas for getting the community involved in raising funds.

9.4  Cllr Farci said in the future he would like to arrange monthly litter picks around the Parish meeting back at an arranged location for coffee and cake – he felt this would be a good way to get the community involved and at the same time give people the opportunity to meet new people. 

9.5 Cllr Warren-Wilcox said he was looking forward to getting involved.  A couple of issues he had noticed were increased dog mess in and around the village and also he had a concern over the speed of traffic on the A3102.  Enquiries will be made into the current status of HAGGIS.

9.6 Cllr Leaning also raised a concern over the weight of traffic using the A3102.  

9.7 Cllr Crisp responded to both the above concerns – She confirmed there was no weight limit on the road and reassured the new councilors that Hilmarton Parish Council have been very proactive in trying to get the speed reduced along the A3102. 

9.8  The request most recently to have a reduction in speed connected with the new entrance being granted at Manor Farm has not been successful as was rejected by Highways.  Cllr O’Neill said if he is successful in May he would be happy to work with the community to try and achieve a better enforcement of the current speed limits.

9.9  Cllr Files mentioned that Hilmarton Parish Council had received great support in the past from the Area Board and CATG but unfortunately due to current legislation and restrictions there could be no reduction at this time. 

9.10 The Chairman told members that the Church would be lit up tomorrow in Memory of Paul Foley a previous Parish Councillor. 

9.11 The Chairman also encouraged those present to purchase raffle tickets for a New Years Hamper Draw that would be taking place to raise money for St Laurence Church.   

9.12 Cllr Wilkins sent in his observations following the meeting as he could not be heard during the meeting:

a)  We remember a past Councillor, Paul Foley, who served our Parish for a number of years, sadly left us 3rd December 2017 at the young age of 60.
b) A very big THANK YOU to Chris Townsend and Peter Wiltshire, both local farmers, for cutting and preparing the ground in preparation for the sowing of wild flowers.

The Parish Council had been planning to sow seeds for over a year! Unfortunately, all our plans were halted with the first lockdown in March. However, with some research and advice from the seed suppliers we have bought wild flower seed mixes that should show results in Spring 2021.

All the seeds have now been sown; John and Jasmine McFadzean, Lauren Henly and James Stewart, John and Jacquie Henly managed to get all the seeds sown shortly after the ground was prepared, and they were nicely watered in with rain that evening.  Since then members of the community have been invited to plant spring bulbs. So we are all looking forward to the spring/summer of 2021.  
Item 10 – Date of the Next Meeting
10.1    The next meeting of Hilmarton Parish Council is scheduled for Wednesday 3rd March 2021.

Item 11 - Close of the Meeting
11.1  The meeting closed at 9.05pm.  The Chairman wished all a very Safe and Happy Christmas with the hope of a more settled New Year.  
Signed …………………………………………….  Date …………………………………..  

Chairman             

