
Minutes of Hilmarton Parish Council Meeting held on Wednesday 8th September 2021 at 8.00pm in The Community Room Hilmarton.
Councillors Present
J Henly (Chairman) M Wilkins, J McFadzean, J Files, S Warren-Willcox, P Maynard, W Leaning, 

M Jeary, 

Also present: Wiltshire Councillor Ashley O’Neill, Simon Marton and Vicky Bodman Residential WC Development Project Officer and Manager.

Members of the public – None
Clerk: Jacquie Henly

Item 1 Apologies for absence
1.1  Apologies were accepted from Cllrs Fry and Hays.   
The Meeting was adjourned at this point

The Chairman welcomed and introduced Vicky Bodman and Simon Marton to the meeting who gave details on a project plan to involve building 10 new affordable homes on the stretch of land owned by Wiltshire Council adjacent to Poynder Place.   Members were told by Vicky and Simon that if the Parish Council were not in favour of the homes being built the proposal would be dropped. 

Numerous questions were asked by Councillors – We were informed that a recent housing needs survey showed that there were 7 homes currently required in Hilmarton by people with a connection to the village.  When pressed for an answer the Wiltshire Council Officers confirmed that there was no guarantee that the same 7 people would be allocated the housing unless they were at the top of the priority list, in fact it was unlikely that any of them would be allocated one of the homes. The Development Officers also conceded that further Greenfield development adjacent to Sandy Furlong would be more likely to be approved if the proposed development took place. 
The general feeling following the presentation was members were not in favour of supporting a development but communication would need to be made with residents. 

The meeting reopened at this point

Item 2 – Declarations of Interest in items on the Agenda
2.1 There were no declarations of interest in items on the agenda.  Cllr Maynard did declare an  interest in Nature Recovery which may come up at a meeting in the future. 
Item 3 – Minutes of the last meeting
3.1 Minutes from the Parish Council meeting dated Wednesday 12th May 2021 were approved by all present and signed by the Chairman.
Item 4 – To discuss Items on the Clerks Report previously circulated to members

4.1  Reported to Wiltshire Council Planning department comments from the Parish Council relating to planning applications received since April 2021.
4.2  Sent off relevant paperwork to External Auditors.

4.3  Posted on the web site all relevant papers to support the end of year accounts.

4.4  Increased the insurance value of Well/Pump House more inline with current rebuild costs.

4.5  Posted notes on Hilmarton Neighbourhood News Facebook page, Hilmarton and Goatacre Village What’s App Groups regarding Dog Fouling. 

4.6  Posted road closures on the web site.

4.7  Received confirmation from External Auditors that they had received and logged the exemption notice.

4.8  Helped trace a member of the public for a firm of solicitors regarding a legacy in a will. 

4.9  Reported overgrown grass on verge alongside the A3102 between Hilmarton and the bottom of Snowhill. 

4.10  Liaised with our Parish Steward on his monthly visits.  I would just like to note he is such a hardworking, helpful man.  Nothing is too much trouble and he always goes above and beyond taking  real pride in his work.  
Item 5 – Finance 
5.1 Account balances inclusive of all cheques written and deposits made up to end of August 2021 

Current Account: £19,52.69    Deposit Account:  £25,729.67   
5.2 

	Payment Detail
	Payee
	Amount

	DD 
	Kevin Iles House & Garden Services – Grass cutting
	100.00               

	T/F 
	WALC -Subscription
	295.25                      

	T/F
	Game & Co
	442.20                       
36.56                         

	T/F
	 Kevin Iles House & Garden Services – Grass cutting
	100.00                        100.00

150.00                      

	
	
	

	
	Paid In
	Amount

	
	May Interest
	.22                              

	
	June Interest
	.21                             

	
	July Interest
	.22                              


Item 6 - Planning
6.1 Updates on planning applications had previously been circulated and was approved by all present.


Item 7 – Update from the sub Committee re traffic concerns on the A3102
7.1  Cllrs Willcox, Leaning and O’Neill gave a brief report on what they feel are the best options to take forward to the next CATG meeting. 

Cllr Willcox will send a proposal to the Clerk requesting a reduction in speed in Goatacre and extending the speed limit signs to cover a longer stretch of the road. 

Cllr O-Neill will send an up-to-date form for submission to CATG

The Clerk will fill it in and submit before the next meeting

Item 8 – To discuss the number of Full Parish Council Meetings
8.1  After discussion it was agreed there was no need to increase the number of Full Parish Council meetings on a regular basis, however if there was a need to call extra meetings so that resolutions to pass items to be put forward to CATG or to discuss controversial Planning Applications then meetings could be arranged as and when required. 

8.2  It was also agreed that in between meetings, if members of sub committees meet, then brief notes of those meetings would be circulated to all Parish Council members and the Clerk to keep everyone informed.  Those notes would also be included in the Clerks Report so that public records are kept.

8.3  The Chairman also requested that when e-mails are circulated requiring a response ALL members should reply to ALL rather than just respond to the Clerk.  That way all members of the council can be made aware of each other’s opinion. 

Item 9 – Confirm Representatives to attend the Calne Area Board and CATG Meetings
9.1  Cllr Willcox confirmed he would be attending both meetings in the future.  The Chairman requested that if for any reason he could not attend then Shawn should give notice so that someone could attend in his absence.

9.2  Cllr O’Neill said that the Agenda for the CATG meetings would be sent out earlier for future meetings.
Item 10 – Exchange of Information

10.1  Cllr Wilkins enquired about the Calne Area Parish Forums, Cllr O’Neill confirmed they would be starting up again soon.  Cllr Wilkins confirmed he would be happy to continue as a Representative for Hilmarton Parish Council.

10.2 Cllr O’Neill brought to members attention that due to a division of Parishes with Derryhill and Studley there may shortly be the opportunity for Hilmarton Parish to widen their boundary to include High Penn, including the Nature Reserve.  The formal consultation should take place within the next few months and at that point Hilmarton Parish Council could make a request to incorporate the area into Hilmarton Parish.  Members agreed this would be a positive action to take.

10.3 Cllr Files mentioned he still had the old defibrillator at home.  The Clerk reported that Cllr Hays was still making enquiries to see if Goatacre Cricket Club were interested in having it.

10.4 Cllr Files raised a concern over building work being carried out affecting neighbouring properties without a Party Wall Agreement.  Although a Party Wall Agreement is a legal requirement it appears they are not always obtained.  After discussion it was agreed this was not really a planning matter but rather a civil matter.  Cllr O’Neill did suggest that Cllr Files could write a short article for the Parish Newletter if he wished to raise awareness of the potential issue with others in the Parish.
10.5 Cllr Files reported that there was a concrete manhole with an open metal grid cover that appeared to be quite dangerous on the green in Poynder Place.  He will report to Wessex Water asking for it to made safe.

10.6  Cllr Henly reported that he and the Clerk had been busy updating the rights of way reports for the project being run by Anne Henshaw.  Cllr Willcox asked for a copy of the routes left to be walked. 

10.7 It was noted there had been discussion on the What’s App Group regarding really smelly smoky bonfires. It was suggested a note was put in the next newsletter asking people to considerate when lighting any type of fire. 

Item 11 – Date of the Next Meeting
11.1    The next meeting of Hilmarton Parish Council is scheduled for Wednesday 1st December 2021.

Item 12 - Close of the Meeting
12.1  The meeting closed at 9.46pm.  The Chairman thanked all for their attendance
Signed …………………………………………….  Date …………………………………..  

Chairman             

