
Minutes of Hilmarton Parish Council Meeting held on Wednesday 7th December 2022 at 8.00pm in The Community Room Hilmarton.
Councillors Present
J Henly (Chairman) M Wilkins, J Files, M Farci, M Jeary, S Warren-Willcox and L Hays  

Members of the public – None
Clerk: John Henly
Item 1 Apologies for absence
1.1  Apologies were accepted from the Clerk, Cllrs Maynard, McFadzean and Leaning. Apologies were also received from Cllr Ashley O’Neill.   
The meeting continued as there were no members of the public present. 

Item 2 – Declarations of Interest in items on the Agenda
2.1 Cllr Henly declared an interest in item 6c as it involved a pay increase for the Clerk, his wife. 
Item 3 – Minutes of the last meeting
3.1 Minutes from the Parish Council meeting dated Wednesday 7th September 2022 were approved by all present and signed by the Chairman.

Item 4 – Clerks Report

4.1  Reported to Wiltshire Council Planning department comments from the Parish Council relating to planning

applications received up until the end of November 2022.

4.2  Received notification that the final £10,000 of funding had been granted by Hills for the Jubilee Play Park in Hilmarton. 

4.2 Informed Kevin Iles the funding for the Play Park was in place and asked him to Liaise with Kevin Haines for obtaining Heras Fencing erected before taking away old equipment and preparation of the ground before the play equipment is installed. 

4.3  Informed the Play Park installers we now have funding in place and requested a start date for the installation of new equipment in the Hilmarton Play Park.  The date will be dependent on weather and they will get back to us nearer the time. 

4.4 Liaised with Kevin Iles, Kevin Haines and Play Park installers after finding out the two swing set posts were rotten.  New swing sets were ordered after consultation with members, purchase to be approved at the December meeting. If they were not ordered at the same time as the rest of the of the equipment the installation costs would be higher as it would mean a further visit to the site.  

4.4 The Chairman was contacted by a resident with concerns about speeding vehicles using Church Road.  A response was sent suggesting that if considered to be dangerous driving then the registration number of the vehicle should be passed to the police.  It was also explained that the Parish Council have tried on numerous occasions to get a reduction in speed throughout the village, but we are informed by WC this is reliant on the school producing a travel plan. 

4.5  Contacted Melksham Town Council and Melksham Without Parish Council regarding SID’s: Melksham Town Council purchased theirs from a company called ElanCity.  Melksham Without also purchased theirs from ElanCity but originally had another make – the purchase price for a solar power unit would be £2250.00 excluding VAT (quote valid for 3 months).  This included SID Device, Display Screen, Batteries (including a spare set), Solar panel and mounting kit, text message display, USB & Bluetooth connectivity, Road Traffic Data, Installation kit, Charger, Delivery and Mounting Bars. 2 years warranty.  

The cost of installation is between £500-£1000 for a post and concrete foundation. Must seek approval from WC as to where they should be installed and by whom.   Battery life is approx 3 years and renewal cost is approx £65.00.

4.6  Prepared the budget/precept for discussion and approval at the December meeting.
Item 5 – Update from Chairman on LHFIG Meeting

5.1. The Chairman had previously circulated a report from the LHFIG Meeting he had attended; a copy is attached with the minutes.

Item 6 – Finance 
6.1 Account balances inclusive of all cheques written and deposits made up to end of November 2022 

Current Account: £2956.16    Deposit Account:  £12977.51   
6.2 

	Payment Detail
	Payee
	Amount

	
	
	     

	T/F
	Clerks Salary July - September
	1215.50

	T/F’s
	Kevin Iles House & Garden Services
	150.00

50.00



	T/F
	Play Quest – Deposit for play park equipment order
	8721.12

	T/F
	PCC of Hilmarton – Churchyard Maintenance
	650.00

	
	
	

	
	Paid In
	Amount

	
	August Interest
	2.29

	
	September Interest
	1.95

	
	October Interest
	2.73


6.3. The Clerks Salary increase within the Precept was approved.
6.4. The precept was discussed and approved including the allowance for purchasing 2 Speed Indicator Devices.  The precept request of £13500 will be sent to Wiltshire Council.

6.5 The formal approval to purchase two new sets of swings was acknowledged and approved. 
 
Item 7 - Planning
7.1 Updates on planning applications had previously been circulated and was approved by all present.
7.2 Planning Application PL/2022/08416 was discussed and there were no objections raised. 

Item 8 – Exchange of Information

8.1 The Chairman gave feedback from the Area Board Meeting he had attended the previous evening. The next meeting is 7th March 2023, Cllr Files hopes to attend.
8.2 Cllr Hays attended the last Goatacre Hall Committee Meeting – all is well.  She will also attend the AGM in January 2023. 

8.3 Cllr Hays also requested that members replied to ALL when responding to e-mails sent out by the Clerk. 

8.4 Cllr Wilkins reported that Hilmarton Community Association, Goatacre Cricket Club, Goatacre Village Hall and Hilmarton Church Hall are all to receive a donation from the Bradenstoke Solar Farm Fund of £1500 each.  This is to be used for running costs only.  

Cllr Files asked if we could send a thank you e-mail via Mary Hardwick. 

Item 9 – Date of the Next Meeting
9.1    The next meeting of Hilmarton Parish Council is scheduled for Wednesday 1st March 2023.

Item 10 - Close of the Meeting
10.1  The meeting closed at 8.45pm.  The Chairman thanked all for their attendance and wished members a Happy Christmas and a safe and peaceful New Year. 
Signed …………………………………………….  Date …………………………………..  

Chairman             

