Certificate of Exemption — AGAR 2023/24 Form 2

To be completed by smaller authorities where the higher of gross income or gross expenditure
did not exceed £25,000 in the year of account ended 31 March 2024, and that wish to certify
themselves as exempt from a limited assurance review under Section 9 of the Local Audit
(Smaller Authorities) Regulations 2015

There is no requirement to have a limited assurance review or to submit an Annual Governance and Accountability
Retum to the external auditor, provided that the authority has certified itself as exempt at a meeting of the
authority after 31 March 2024 and a completed Certificate of Exemption is submitted no later than 30 June 2024
netifying the external auditor.

i Leaeerod Pacisw ComanCa o,

certifies that during the financial year 2023/24, the higher of the authority’s total gross income for the year
or total gross annual expenditure, for the year did not exceed £25,000

Total annual gross income for the authority 2023/24: 22252 O
Total annual gross expenditure for the authority 2023/24. VUZS - o

There are certain circumstances in which an authority will be unable to certify itself as exempt, so that 2 limited
assurance review will still be required. If an authority is unable to confirm the statements below then it

cannot certify itself as exempt and it must submit the completed Annual Governance and Accountability Return
Form 3 to the extemal auditor to undertake a limited assurance review for which a fee of £210 +VAT will be payable.

By signing this Certificate of Exemption you are confiming that

= The authority was in existence on 1st Apnl 2020
= In relatien to the preceding financial year (2022/23), the external auditor has not:
+ ssuad a public interest report in respect of the authority or any entity connected with it
+ made a statutory recommendation to the authority, relating to the authority or any entity connected with it
+ issued an advisory notice under paragraph 1(1) of Schedule 8 10 the Local Audit and Accountability Act
2014 ("the Act"), and has not withdrawn the notica
+ commencead judicial review proceedings under section 31(1) of the Act
= made an application under section 28(1) of the Act for a declaration that an item of account is unlawful, and
the application has nol been withdrawn nor has the court refused to make the declaration
= The court has not declared an item of account unlawful after a person made an appeal under section 28(3) of the Act

If the above statements apply and the authority neither received gross income, nor incurred gross expenditure,
exceeding £25,000, then the Certificate of Exemption can be signed and a copy submitted to the external auditor
either by email or by post (not both).

The Annual Internal Audit Report. Annual Governance Statement, Accounting Statements, an analysis of
variances and the bank reconaliation plus the information raquirad by Regulation 15 (2), Accounts and Audit
Regulations 2015 including the period for the exercise of public rights still need to be fully completed and,
along with a copy of this certificate, published on the authority website/webpage* before 1 July 2024,
Signing this certificate confirms the authority will comply with the publication requirements.

Signed by the Responsible Financial Officer  Date | I confirm that this Certificate of
Exemption was approved by this
Q\b : & /°5'm"§ authority on this date ot [es] 202y
Signed by Chair Date i as recorded in minule reference:
—%— ol l os ’m o). 4
Generic email address of Authonty Telephone number
JoacaeBE@ L inrarnet. com o125 SEHIoE
*Published web address

\.—\\ M«oo&pw s Cov e

ONLY this Certificate of Exemption should be returned EITHER by email OR by post (not
both) as soon as possible after certification to your external auditor, but no later than
30 June 2024. Reminder letters for late submission will incur a charge of £40 + VAT.
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Annual Internal Audit Report 2023/24

humazaes -l f%ﬂ\"\ Conncil
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During the financial year ended 31 March 2024, this autherity's internal auditor acting independently and on the
basis of an assessment of risk, carried out a selective assessment of compliance with the relevant procedures
and controls in operation and obtained aporopnate evidence from the authority.

The internal audit for 2023/24 has been carried out in accordance with this authonty's needs and planned
coverage. On the basis of the findings in the areas examined, the internal audit conclusions are summarised in
this table. Set cut below are the objectives of internal control and alongside are the internal audit conclusions on
whether, in all significant respects, the control objectives were being achieved throughout the financial year to a
standard adequate to meet the needs of this authority

Internal control objective

A. Appropriate accounting records have been properly kept throughout the financial year.
B. This authorty complied with its financial regulations, payments were supgorted by invoices, all
expanditure wass approved and VAtwas appropriately accounted for.
C. This authority assessad the significant niske to achieving ils objectives and reviewed the adequacy
of arrangements fo manage these ¢
D. The: precept or rates requirement resulted from an adequate budgelary process, progress against
the budget was regulary monilared, and reserves were aporopriate
E. Expecled income was fully received, basad on correct prices, propery recorded and procmplly
_banked; and VAT was appropriately sccounled for. & P
F. Petly cash payments were properdy supported by receipts, all petty cash expenditure was
approved and VAT appropnately accounted for. No  FPesTe CAs - T,
G. Salanies to employees and aliowances to members were paid in accordance with this authonty's
approvals, and PAYE and NI requirements were properly applied.

H. Assel and investrments registers were complete and accurate and properly mantaned.

| . Periodic bank account reconciliations were properly carfied out during the yeis

J. Accounting statemenls prepared during the year were prepared on the correct accounting basis
(receipts and paymants or income and expenditure), agreed to the cash book, supporied by an
adequate audit trail frem underlying records and where approprate debtors and creditors were
properly recorded

K. if the authonty certified tself a3 exemp! from a limiled assurance review in 2022/22_ it met the
exemplion riteria and correctly declared itself exempt. (If the suthonty had a imited assurarce \/

raview of its 2022/23 AGAR tick “nof covered”) B

L. The authonty published the required information on a website/webpage up to date at the time of /
the: infernal audit in accordance with the relevant legesiation. '

M. in the year covered by this AGAR, the authority correctly provided for a perod for the exercise of
publi: rights as reguired by the Accounts and Audit Regulations (during the 2023-24 AGAR poriod, /
were pubic nghts i relabon (o lhe 202223 AGAR avidanced by a notice on the website andior
authority approved rminutes confimming the dates set).

N. The authority has complied with the publication requirements for 2022/23 AGAR /
(588 AGAR FPage 1 Guidance Noles) ¢

~NiA .

N NN RS

e

0. (For local councils only)
Trust funds (including chartable) — The council met its responsibilibies & a trustee.

For any other risk areas identified by this authonty adequate controls existed (list any other risk areasonscpa'abc sheets if needed).

Date(s) internal audit undertaken Name of person who carried out the internal audit

26[@4/ rdoriie CHeEzSTOPHCErl CHRAMAN
Signature of person who ; ’ :
carried out the internal audit e // 7 Dale 26 I & I 20264

“If the response is o’ please state the i and action being taken fo address any weakness in control identified

(add separate sheets if needed).

“*Nota: If the ressonse = 'not covered' m#emmcmmmwditwotkmdu»nm«ummns
next planned; or, ¥ coverage is not required, nmmmmmmwmmﬂmm#m
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Section 1 — Annual Governance Statement 2023/24

We acknowledge as the members of:

it MOz gTed Pm‘éﬂ Conanca)

our responsibility for ensuring that there is a sound system of internal control, including arrangements for
the preparation of the Accounting Statements. We confirm, to the best of our knowledge and belief. with
respect lo the Accounting Statemenits for the year ended 31 March 2024, that:

1. Wi hawe put in place arrangements for efiectve financal pregaved s scoownting stalemnents in scoordance
management during the year, and 1or the préparation of % - Wittt $he Accounts and Apae Heguiadans
the socounsng statements. -

2. Wie mainaned @ adeguale system of nlerns conbiol Me0e (VODerT STANGeTIeVNs 810 SCOSNET reSOOnSIRyY
noiuding meassures designed to prevent and detect fraud q < for safeguarding e pubic maney and resources v
and camuphan and revewed 83 effechuencss &% charge

3. Ve took all raasonable s%ps 10 AS5UMe ouUrsaves has anly dons whax' & has the ingal power fo do and has
that theve are no matiers of actual or potental compled with Prager Praclices (n dsing S0
nea cornpliance with bws, regulations and Proper 4es
Prachoes that could have a significant fnancial efiect
on the abikty of this suthorily o conduct ils
business or marge s finances.

4. We provided proper cpportunity dunng the yoor for duving the year gave ol persons mleresied the opportumly (o
the exercse of clomiars nghts in accordance with the t ' - P vispect and ask queshans abow! s authonly's acoounts
requiremants of the Accounts and Audit Regulasons.

5. We camiad out &n g2sessmant of the rigks facing this considarad and documanted e financial and offar Asks &
authorily and look appropriate sleps 1o manage Hose feces and deal mil thevn propery.
rigks, including the introduction of memal contrats andlar | W ES

| Axtamal NsUrance covar wharne raquired
| 6. We maintaned throughoul (e year an adequasie and

———— - —

aranpad far a compefant parsan, imdapencant of ha Ananaa

efiactive system of intemal aude of the accounhng q eE CONYOVE and QrocadvesS, L0 QWe an ODIACTIve vidw on whalher
recards and control systems infernal confrofs mee! the needs of this smaler suthority.

i 7. We tack appropnate action an al matters raisaa resnonded fo mattars Araugh o £ affenhan Ay vitemal and
In raparts ¥oem intemal and axtemal audt. Yes extamal auie

8. We congidered whellwr any lifigation, ksbiilies o dissiosed evarything & showld have aboul ils business sclivily
commilments, evwents or fransachions, occuring ether ues durning the pesr including events faking place sfier the yoor
curing or after the year-end, have a financial Impact an ond if micvant
this authority and, where apgropriate, have included them
in he soocounting slatements.

fhas mat 20 of fs respansiivies whaem as 2 body
COPOvale Il 18 & sOe mansomy rustee of & local rus!
o lrusts.

9. (For local councils anly) Trust funds including
chantabia In our capacity as the scle managing
rugtes we discharged our accountability
responsiiities for the fund(siassats, incusing
financial rapeding and. it raquired. indepandant N s
SXAMINGHON O Sudil. 1

*For any statement to which the response is ‘'no’, an explanation must be published

This Annual Governance Statement was approved al a Signed by the Chair and Clerk of the meeling where
meeting of the authorily on: approval was given

ol [oS[ze24 ———e
Chair

and recorded as minute reference:

-y Clerk y
Information required by the Transparency Code (no! part of the Annual Governanc
The authority websita/webpage is up to date and the informaticn required by the Transparency Code has Yes | No ‘
Deen published |

Hnm:evenz.sﬂ . Lo ule
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Section 2 - Accounting Statements 2023/24 for

31 March

agrae [0 Wnoanng iNanciarl riecvos

1. Balances brought Tolal balances and resevves &t the beginning of he year

forward W Uy 2 as recorded in the financial records. Value must agree to
2 ot Box 7 of previous year.

2. (*) Precapt or Rates and Tolal armounl of precep (or fov 1D8S rales and leves)
Levies Qoo 13S0 received or receivable in the year. Exclude any grants

recened.

3. (+) Tolal olher receipts Tofal income or receipls as recorded i the cashbook less |

32_‘(32 s T e Sk the: precepl or ralesfevies received (oo 2). include sy |
grants received. _ s i |

4. (-) Staff costs Tolal expendifure o payments made (o and on bahaV '

~2Z of all amployees. Include qross salares and wages, ‘
62 SS S 4= armgNoyers NI contribulions, employers pension |
comtnbubons, gratibes and Sevarance payments ;

5. (-) Loan interesycapital Total expenditure or payments of capital and inferest
repayments Ny L PG made during the year on the authonty’'s bomovangs (if any).

6. (-] All ather paymenls Total expenditure or payments as recovded i the cash-

SiueS &)23 book less slalf costs (ling 4) and ioan inferestcapilal
rapayments (line 5)

7. (=) Balanoes carried Total balances and reserves at the and of the year Must
forward buyyz 20069 | equal (1+2+3) - (4+5+6).

8. Total value of cash and Ihe sum of all current and deposit bank accounts, cash
short torm investments = L“\-I-Z ’ZQC_\(OC] heldings and short term investments held as af 21 March

To agree with bank reconcillation.

9. Total fixed agsels plus The value of alf the property the authonty ovms — it s made
long term investments =T = (N4 AT Y- i up of &l ils lixed assels and fonyg levm invesinenls as sl
and assels e 31 March. A

10. Total borrowings The outstanding capital balance as at 31 March of all loans

| N [ U from third parties (including PWLE).

For Local Councils Only

i 11a. Disclosure note re Trust funds
(including chisrifiable)

I'he Counci, as a body corporate, acts &s sole trustee and
5 responsible for managing Trust funds or assets

| 11b. Dsdesure note re Trust funds
(including charitable)

3 The fiqures in the accounting statements above
~N IA | exclude any Trust lranssclions.

| certify that for the year ended 31 March 2024 the Accounting
Statements in this Annual Governance and Accountabiity
Return have been prepared on ether a recaipts and
payments or income and expenditure basis following the
guidance in Govemance and Accountability Tor Smaller
Authorilies - a Praclilioners’ Guide o Proper Praclices

and presen| fairly the mancial position of 1his aulhorily
Signed by Responsible Financial Officer before being
presented to the authority for approval

Date

\qpslzeziy

Annual Governance and Accountability Retum 2023/24 Form 2

| confirm that these Accounting Statements were
approved by this authonty on this date:

o1 /65 [2024-

as recorded i minule reference:

AR5

Sugned by Chair of the meeting where the

Accounting Statements were a%ed
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Smaller authority name:

HILMARTON PARISH COUNCIL

NOTICE OF PUBLIC RIGHTS AND PUBLICATION
OF ANNUAL GOVERNANCE & ACCOUNTABILITY

RETURN (EXEMPT AUTHORITY)

ACCOUNTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2024

Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014 Sections 25, 26 and 27
The Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 (SI 2015/234)

NOTICE

_NOTES

1. Date of announcement (a) 2™ June 2024

2. Each ycar the smaller authority prepares an Annual Governance and
Accountability Return (AGAR). The AGAR has been published with this notice. |
It will not be reviewed by the appointed auditor, since the smaller authority has [
certified itself as exempt from the appointed auditor’s review. ]
Any person interested has the right to inspect and make copies of the AGAR,
the accounting records for the financial year to which it relates and all books,
deeds, contracts, bills, vouchers, receipts and other documents relating to
those records must be made available for inspection by any person interested.
For the year ended 31 March 2024, these documents will be available on
reasonable notice by application to:

(b} Jacquie Henly — Clerk
Jays Cottage,

Compton Road, Hilmarton, SN11 8SG

07850567063

commencing on (¢) _Monday 3 June 2024

and ending on (d) ___Friday 12 July 2024

1

| 3. Local government electors and their representatives also have:
e The opporunily o question the appointed awditor about the accounting

records; and

The right to make an objection which concems a matter in respect of which
the appointed auditor could either make a public interest report or apply to
the court for a declaration thal an ilem of account & unlawiul. Written notice
of an chjeclion must lirst be given 1o the avditor and a copy sent 10 the
smaller authorily.

The appointed auditor can be contacted at the address in paragraph 4 below for
this purpose between the above dates only.

4. The smaller authority’s AGAR is only subject to review by the appointed
auditor if questions or objections raised under the Local Audit and
Accountability Act 2014 lead to the involvement of the auditor. The appointed
auditor is:

PKF Littlejohn LLP (Ref: SBA Team)
15 Westferry Circus

Canary Wharf

London E14 4HD

( )

5. This announcement is made by (e) Jacquie Henly RFO & Clerk ,

(8) Insart date of placing of the nolice
which must be not less than 1 day befare
the ¢ate in () below

(b) insert name, position and
addressitoicphone numbes/ cmail
address, as appropriate, of the Clerk or
ather person ta whech any person may
apply lo inspect the acoounts

(c) Inserl date, which musl be at leasst 1
day after the date of anncuncementin {a)
abowe and at least 30 wocking days
belore the date appomted in (d) below

{d) The ingspection pericd batween (c)
ang (d) must be 30 working davs
nclusive @nd musl include the frst 10
waorking days of July.

(o) Igerl name and posilion of person
placing the notica — this parson must be
the responsitle finandal officer for the

. _smaliar awthorty




