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HILMARTON PARISH COUNCIL - ANNUAL PARISH REPORT 2024
Chairman
I would like to thank all the Parish Councillors for their continued support and to our Wiltshire Councillor, Cllr Ashley O’Neill who continues to help and support us all.  Our Clerk, Jacquie has once again worked efficiently in all areas of the Clerk’s role ensuring we are fully compliant in all that we do, especially around financial matters. This year we accessed considerable funds to have the Jubilee Play Park refurbished. Thanks to Crapper & Sons, Hills and the Bradenstoke Solar Panel Fund.  Jacquie was presented with a Community First award for the way the whole project had been handled working alongside Community First.  As I am writing this short report the Parish Council accounts have just been returned from our independent examiner with no queries to answer.   

Our Councillors continue represent our Parish well.  Our attendance and participation at LHFIG and Area Board Meetings is appreciated and noted by all those in attendance.  I have got to know some of the representatives from adjoining Parish Councils and even ended up helping to start to clean the Cherhill white horse back in the summer months.   This networking is healthy and has been a positive experience for me.  Our issues and concerns are often experienced by our immediate neighbours.  It is good to see how they manage their challenges but also good to share ideas and solutions.

We have all noticed the clearing works that have been happening along the length of the A3102 and other local highways.  This much needed work is only part of a much bigger safety scheme.  It was over a year ago that we originally agreed the positioning of the posts for Speed Indicator Devices.  For reasons outside of our control it is only now that the posts are about to be installed.  However, the delay did focus some attention on our section of road.  A very positive meeting took place with myself, Cllr Hays, Wiltshire Councillor, Cllr Ashley O’Neill, Mark Stansby, the Principal Engineer for Highways and representatives from Atkins, the Consultants for Wiltshire Council.  A number of recommendations have been put forward that could make significant improvements to road safety and awareness in addition to the speed indicator devices that are soon to be installed.    
I will mention the planning application process again in respect of Parish Councils.  Parish Councils do not make actual planning decisions.  This is for the Wiltshire Council Planning Officers.  Our input with our local knowledge is an important part of the process and can be influence final planning decisions.  Please continue to contribute in the manner we always do respecting both the applicant and the wider community. 

Looking forward to the coming year, it would be good to continue to build on our achievements and to make our Parish the best it can be.  

John Henly - May 2024.
Finance
Every year internal and external auditors audit the Parish Council accounts.  Many thanks to Chris Chapman for fulfilling the Internal Auditor role again this year.  Our External Auditors are PKF Littlejohn LLP from London, carried out a limited assurance review of the accounts for 2022/24.
The precept for 2024/2025 is set at £13500.00. This request has not been raised from last year and we have a budgeted to purchase four speed indicator devices in Goatacre and Hilmarton. We are awaiting the installation of posts by Wiltshire Council to fit them on. 
Planning

Over the last 12 months there have been 14 planning applications within the Parish.

10 were permitted, 1 was refused, 1 was withdrawn and 2 are pending a decision by Wiltshire Council (WC).

Of the above applications none of the decisions made by WC differed from the recommendation of Hilmarton Parish Council. 
Play Park
We have continues to receive great feedback from children and parents following the newly installed play park and it has been lovely seeing and hearing the fun and laughter coming from that area in the Parish.

Parish Newsletter/Website
The Editorial Team would like to thank all the groups and individuals who contribute regular items for the Newsletter.  If you would like to be added to the e-mail distribution list please contact the Parish Clerk: Likewise, if someone new moves to the parish contact the Clerk for them to be added to the distribution list.

Thank you to Wilkins Builders for continuing to photocopy the monthly issues and last but not least the volunteers who deliver the paper copies in all winds and weathers. 

Don’t forget to send us any news, dates of events or updates for your groups to go on the Parish web site.  It is also nice to have photos and reports of events that have taken place, as these are a way of recording all the exciting things that happen throughout the year. Contact: jacquie88@btinternet.com 
Open Spaces

Thank you to the volunteers who look after the flower tubs by the Well House and on the Green in Goatacre. We know there are volunteer litter pickers that go quietly about during the year collecting rubbish from ditches and verges.  Your effort into keeping the Parish looking so good is really appreciated. 

Reminders to dog owners, please do not to take dogs into the School Playing fields or Children’s Play Park and please pick up your dog mess whilst out walking, taking the bags home or popping them in the WC bins. Please also make sure your dog is not allowed to roam around outside your property unaccompanied.   
Highways

Our contacts at Wiltshire Council (WC) continue to support us on community days to help keep the Parish looking smart and tidy our fantastic Parish Steward Michael goes above and beyond to help keep the Parish looking smart. If you notice any highway issues that need attention (hedges overgrowing the highways or pavements, grit bins that need refilling or repairs to pot holes etc) then these can be reported 
on My Wiltshire: 

•      http://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/mywiltshire-online- reporting 

•      or by phoning 0300 456 0105 

•      by post Customer Services, County Hall, Bythesea Road, Trowbridge BA14 8JN 

•      by email northernhighways@wiltshire.gov.uk 

You can also help by making sure your hedges and shrubs are kept well trimmed and do not obstruct pavements and obscure vision for drivers. Be considerate to wheelchair users and those using pushchairs.
We remind residents each year to please be considerate when parking vehicles.  Remember it is an offence to park on pavements as this causes an obstruction. Similarly, parking on corners is dangerous and can also be an offence that could attract a parking fine.  
Parish Councillors Contact Detail
Jeff Files - 760336                               Rob Fry – 07900 52636                       Lynne Hays -  760535                                 John Henly – 07901 750564                   Marion Jeary – 760689                       Wendy Leaning – 760112                             Piers Maynard - 760621                         Jasmine McFadzean – 760611              
Shawn Warren-Willcox – 07545322101     Mel Wilkins – 07443 940367

 
Clerk to the Parish Council:  Mrs J Henly   Tel: 01249 760401    E-mail: Jacquie88@btinternet.com 
Chairman: Mr J Henly 
