
Minutes of Hilmarton Parish Council Meeting held on Wednesday 3rd September 2025 at 8.00pm in The Community Room Hilmarton.
Councillors Present
J Henly (Chairman), M Wilkins, L Hays, S Warren-Wilcox, P Maynard, J Files, W Leaning and Wiltshire Councillor, Ashley O’Neill. 
Members of the public – None
Clerk: Jacquie Henly
Item 1 Apologies for absence
1.1  Apologies were accepted from Cllr McFadzean – Jasmine has recently lost her mum.  Members asked for their condolences to be passed on to her and her family.  

Item 2 Wiltshire Councillor 
2.1 Wiltshire Councillor Ashley O’Neill had to leave the meeting early so gave a brief update of what was happening since the election at Wiltshire Council.  As no party has an overall majority things have changed significantly at the Wiltshire Council Offices.

Housing Applications are increasing significantly due to changes in planning laws.

The budget will be interesting going forward Central Government budget due in October and WC budget due in February.  
2.2 Cllr Leaning asked a question regarding the large verge by the telephone box in Goatacre.  Cllr O’Neill suggested the Clerk contact Mark Stansby to ask for a site visit to assess if this is something that could be addressed via LHFIG.
Cllr O’Neill left the meeting at this point

Item 3 – Declarations of Interest in items on the Agenda
3.1 There were no declarations of interest.
Item 4 – Minutes of the last meeting
4.1 Minutes from the Parish Council meeting dated Wednesday 7th May 2025 were approved by all present and signed by the Chairman.

Item 5 – Clerks Report

5.1 Reported to Wiltshire Council Planning Department comments on all applications received up to the end of August 2025.

5.2 Reported the poor state of the pavement running alongside the A3102 between Thane House & Glebe House Ref; 00262641. Also reported to Mark Stansby and cc’d Ashley O’Neill.  Mark Stansby replied to say he would get the issue looked at by Maintenance.

5.3 Collected the Dispensation Forms from Councillors – One needed from Cllr Hays.

5.4 All Reports required were sent to the external auditors – confirmation of receipt has been received. 

5.5 Public rights notice displayed in notice board.

5.6 The Chairman and Cllr Wilkins attended a meeting regarding the application at Sandy Furlong Farm.

Item 6 – Finance
6.1 Account balances inclusive of all cheques written and deposits made up to end of August 2025

Current Account: £2084.93     Deposit Account:  £17341.78

6.2 

	Payment Detail
	Payee
	Amount

	T/F
	Kevin Iles Home & Garden
	150.00

	
	Walc Subs
	329.17

	
	Kevin Iles Home & Garden
	100.00

	
	Gallagher Insurance
	811.49

	
	J Henly Sal & Web Site Costs
	1538.34

	
	Kevin Iles Home & Garden 
	100.00

	
	
	

	
	Paid In
	Amount

	
	Precept
	6750.00

	
	Interest April
	10.82

	
	Interest May
	15.58

	
	HMRC VAT 
	1946.47

	
	Interest June 
	15.39

	
	Interest July 
	14.72


Item 7 - Planning
7.1 Updates on planning applications had previously been circulated and was approved by all present.
7.2 The Chairman and Cllr Wilkins had attended the appeal process at Wiltshire Council Offices for the application at Sandy Furlong Farm.  There was one member of the parish there objecting to the proposal.  The inspector will make a final decision by 6th October.  
Item 8 – To receive and note the dates for the next Area Board Meetings
8.1 Cllr Warren-Willcox agreed to attend all the meetings, he will let members know if anything crops up and he cannot attend.
9th September 2025 – The Clerk will forward the Agenda to Cllr Warren-Willcox
4th November 2025
3rd February 2026

Item 9  – Exchange of Information

9.1 Cllr Files reported that he had made a couple of repairs in the Play Park following visits with his grandchildren.  He was thanked for carrying out this work. 
9.2 Cllr Files reported at the top of the large slide there was a protrusion of one of the bolts.  Apparently it had been like that since installation – it will be interesting to see if this is picked up by the Rospa Inspector. 

9.3. Cllr Files also reported some damage to the chain link fence surrounding the Play Park.  He will take a look over the next few weeks to see if it can be repaired. 

9.4 Cllr Leaning confirmed her request regarding making the bank smaller by the telephone box at the Green in Goatacre.

9.5 Cllr Leaning also requested if there was any budget for purchasing 2 x Flower boxes for the small triangle by the phone box in Goatacre.  It was suggested that The Goatfest Committee be asked to contribute.  Cllr Leaning will forward to the Clerk the measurements so a price can be obtained for recycled plastic boxes. 
9.6 Cllr Hays asked if the Clerk had been sent notification of an Emergency Contact Hub meeting to be held at Tockenham.  The Clerk confirmed she had not seen anything.  Neither The Clerk or Cllr Hays are available to attend. 

9.7 The Chairman reported that the Benefice Profile for the new Rector was almost complete.  If the advert is successful interviews are due to take place on 14th January 2026.  
Item 10 – Date of the Next Meeting
10.1    The next meetings of Hilmarton Parish Council are scheduled for Wednesday 3rd December 2025 at 8.00pm
Item 11 - Close of the Meeting
11.1 The meeting closed at 9.16pm
Signed …………………………………………….  Date …………………………………..  

Chairman             

