Minutes of the Annual Hilmarton Parish Council Meeting held on Wednesday 6th May 2026 

At 8.00pm in Hilmarton Comminuty Room 
Councillors Present

J Henly, J McFadzean, P Maynard, L Hays, S Warren-Willcox and J Files
There were no members of the public present.


Item 1 – Election of Chairman and Signing of Acceptance of Office
1.1  Cllr Henly was nominated for the position of Chairman.  There were no other nominations and the vote was passed unanimously.  

1.2  Cllr Henly signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office.
1.3 Cllr Wilkins was nominated as Vice Chair.  There were no other nominations and the vote was passed unanimously.  

Item 2 – Declaration of Interest in items on the Agenda
2.1 There were no declarations of interest. 
Item 3 – Apologies for absence
3.1  Apologies were received from Cllrs Wilkins – Best wishes were passed on for a speedy recovery, Cllr Fry sent apologies following the meeting as he had been held up at work.  Cllr Ashley O’Neill also passed on apologies following the meeting as he was unaware of the meeting as for some reason the Agenda had not sent to him.  

Item 4 – Appointment of Members to serve on the following Committees
The following Committee appointments were discussed, proposed and agreed. 
4.1    PLANNING SUB COMMITTEE – Cllrs: Wilkins, Henly, McFadzean and Files plus any other Councillor from the area appertaining to the Planning Application. 
4.2    GOATACRE VILLAGE HALL COMMITTEE – Cllr Hays. 
The above appointments were all agreed unanimously.

Item 5 – Appointment of Representatives for the following Bodies
The following appointments to Bodies were discussed, proposed and agreed. 
5.1   COUNTY RIGHTS OF WAY - Cllr Files, Cllr Fry and Maynard. 

5.2  Local Highways and Footways Improvement Group (LHFIG) – Cllr Henly and Cllr Files.

5.3  Bradenstoke Community Solar Panel Fund – Cllr Wilkins

5.4 Calne Area Board – Cllr Warren-Wilcox. Dates of the next two meetings are: 3rd November 2026 and 9th March 2027 Meeting usually commence at 6.30pm venue to be advised.
5.5 Calne Parish Forum – Cllr Wilkins. 

All the above appointments were agreed unanimously.


Item 6 – Appointment of an Internal Auditor
6.1  Members were informed that Chris Chapman was willing to carry out the Internal Auditor role next year, it was proposed he should be appointed.  This was agreed unanimously.   
Item 7 – Minutes of the last Meeting
7.1    The minutes of the last meeting dated 4th March 2026 were agreed as correct by all Councillors present and signed by the Chairman.
Item 8 – Clerks Report

8.1 Reported to Wiltshire Council Planning Department comments on all applications received up to the end of April 2026

8.2 Cllr Files reported two items to My Wilts:

00518275 – Pot holes nr 2 Poynder Almshouses Church Road, Hilmarton
00508222 – Street Lighting nr 39 Church Road, Hilmarton

8.3 Prepared year end accounts for the internal Auditor.

8.4 Prepared year end accounts for the external Auditor.

8.5 Prepared Annual Report for Parish Newsletter.

8.6 Consulted with members with a view to bringing the timing of future meetings forward to 7.00pm. All were in agreement and the new time will commence at the September meeting as the time had already been published for the Annual Meetings. 

8.7 Arranged for the internal audit of accounts to be carried out. 

8.8 Sourced proposed new planters for the triangle at Goatacre nr the telephone box. 

8.9Liaised with Kevin Iles regarding filling the pot holes in the lane next to Goatacre Club.

8.10 Liaised with Goatacre Club regarding a nominal sum donation towards the resurfacing of the Club Car Park. 

8.11 Reported the damaged road signs to Wiltshire Councillor. It looks like they have been vandalised. Ashley was going to try to get them replaced. 

8.12 Reported fly tipping in the layby at the end of Compton Road. 

Item 9 – Finance
9.1
	Payment Detail
	Payee
	Amount

	T/F
	J Henly Salary
	1522.75

	t/f
	J Henly – Web Site hosting fee
	158.11

	t/f
	WALC - Subscription
	328.25

	
	
	

	
	Money received
	Amount

	
	Interest Mar 
	17.16

	
	WC Precept
	6750.00

	
	HMRC VAT Return
	103.01


9.2 The Internal Auditors Report was received and noted.
9.3 Approval was given to certify as exempt from a limited assurance review.
9.4 The Annual Governance Statement for 2025/26 for the external Auditors had previously been circulated to members and was approved and signed by the Chairman and Clerk. 
9.5 The Annual Accounting Statement for year ending 31st March 2026 had previously been circulated to members and were approved and signed by the Chairman.  

9.6 The notice period for the exercise of public rights and declaration of accounting statements will be Wednesday 3rd June 2026 to Tuesday 14th July 2026. 
9.7 The summary of assets document was reviewed. 
9.8 The purchase of two flower tubs for the triangle by the telephone box in Goatacre was approved a total cost of £410.00 excluding VAT.  Before the order is placed Cllr Leaning will be asked to confirm in an e-mail the list of residents that have agreed to maintain the area and look after the tubs. 
9.9 A donation toward the cost of filling pot holes in the lane next to the club in Goatacre was approved a total of £100.00.  The Clerk will contact Ashley O’Neill to try and establish who owns the area before any work is carried out. 
9.10 A donation towards the cost of resurfacing of the Goatacre Hall Car Park was approved a total of £100.00

9.11 It was agreed that bulbs can be planted on the triangle by the bus shelter in Hilmarton – They can be planted behind the walls either side of the shelter from the end of each wall to the corner of the back of the shelter only. The Clerk will liaise with Val Procter.
Item 10 - Planning

10.1   Councillors were updated on Planning Applications by a list that had been previously circulated.
Item 11 - Exchange of Information
11.1 Cllr McFadzean asked if anyone knew if Saints Cars had closed down.  Cllr Files said they had moved to Lyneham.
11.2 Cllr Hays reported that Goatacre Club had recently had their accounts audited. They are also employing a Treasurer. 

11.3 Cllr Files reported that the resident at the house in Lammas Close had returned and had been seen clearing it. 

11.4 Cllr Files reported he had not heard back from My Wiltshire regarding the missing street light by the Almshouses where there had been a fire.  He will follow up.

11.5 Cllr Warren-Willcox reported that My Wilshire had not responded to a report of blocked drains on the A3102 from the bus stop down to his house.  He will follow up and report it again passing on the reference number to the Clerk. 

11.6 Cllr Maynard reported a large tree which he considered dangerous on the Bushton Road.  He asked if the Parish Steward was able to take any action regarding it.  The Clerk confirmed that was not on the list of jobs he could be asked to carry out.  There followed a discussion as to whether WC do regular tree inspections to check if there are dangerous trees which could have a serious impact should they fall onto the roads.  The Clerk advised she didn’t think there was but was asked to confirm this with the Wiltshire Councillor. 

An article will be added to the next edition of the Neighbourhood News reminding residents to keep their hedges cut and check the safety of any trees on their land especially those next to the highways.

11.7 The Chairman reminded all present of the Scarecrow Festival being held this weekend and asked members to support it as funds were going to local groups. 

11.8 The Chairman also suggested members looked out for a presentation from Andy Packer a local resident who had been researching the history of Foghamshire. 

Item 12 – Date of the Next Meeting
12.1    The date of the next Full Parish Council meeting is scheduled for Wednesday 3rd September 2026 at the new time of 7.00pm.  

Item 13 - Close of the Meeting
13.1  The meeting closed at 9.28pm 

Signed …………………………………………….  Date …………………………………..  
Chairman             

