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HILMARTON PARISH COUNCIL - ANNUAL PARISH REPORT 2026
Chairman
It feels like an incredibly fast year has gone by as I write this forward for our Annual Parish Report.  Could the reason be it was an election year for Hilmarton PC with all the excitement and anticipation that brought with it!  Joking aside, this gives me the opportunity to once again thank all the Parish Councillors for giving their time freely to conduct the work of our Parish Council.

Congratulations too to our Wiltshire Councillor, Ashley O’Neill on his re-election as our Wiltshire Councillor.  It is always good to see Ashley at our meetings whenever possible and hear about the wider issues outside of our parish that can sometimes affect us all both positively and negatively.  

Of course, none or little of our business would happen to any great effect without our Clerk, Jacquie keeping us all informed and fully up to date with all Parish and Wiltshire Council matters.  A big thank you to Jacquie for keeping us in order and inline with our legal obligations.  Going forward, we are going to start our Parish Council Meetings prompt at 7pm rather than 8pm.  The dates and frequency will remain the same, which are normally the first Wednesday of September, Dececember, March and May.
Last year the A3102 safety improvement scheme saw lots of work happening and continuing to take place on both sides of our parish.  The timing of the Parish Council purchasing and installing 4 Speed Indicator Devices, (SID’s) at Hilmarton and Goatacre couldn’t have been better with increased traffic from Lyneham Banks reopening in April 25 having been closed for over three years.  A new sign positioned on The Green at Goatcre highlighting the righthand bend was installed and commissioned adding to the ongoing safety measures agreed with Highways.

Disposal of social housing in the parish by Green Square remains a concern.  They appear to have little or no accountability, despite our Parish Council raising this with Wiltshire Council, our new MP, The Housing Ombudsman and the Social Housing Regulator.  This is perhaps an area we should look into again but I fear without wider support we are not in any position to change this.  
Our current Councillors represent the parish well geographically but we still have Parish Council vacancies to fill.  You can be considered to be a Parish Councillor from the age of 18 so there is plenty of opportunity as well for many of our younger residents to get involved early and make a positive difference to where we all live.  As I wrote last year; it would be good to continue to build on our achievements so far and to work collaboratively with Wiltshire Council and others to make our Parish the best it can be. 
 John Henly - April 2026.
Finance
Every year internal and external auditors audit the Parish Council accounts.  Many thanks to Chris Chapman for fulfilling the Internal Auditor role again this year.  Our External Auditors are PKF Littlejohn LLP from London.   The precept for 2026/2027 is set at £13500.00. This request has not been raised from last year. 
Each year the Parish Council hold some cash in reserve for ongoing maintenance and repair so if bank balances look high this is usually due to precept money yet to spent and healthy reserves for earmarked projects.

Planning

Over the last 12 months there have been 34 planning applications within the Parish or applications connected to the parish.
26 were permitted, 1 was refused, 3 were withdrawn and 4 are still pending a decision by Wiltshire Council (WC).

Of the above applications only one of the decisions made by WC differed from the recommendation of Hilmarton Parish Council. 

Play Park
The play park in Hilmarton is still very well used and has been scheduled for annual inspections by Rospa.


Parish Newsletter 
The Editorial Team would like to thank all the groups and individuals who contribute regular items for the Newsletter.  A big thank you to Kate Mastin-Lee for editing the Neighbourhood News and adding items of interest for our parishioners. 
If you would like to be added to the e-mail distribution list please contact the Parish Clerk: Likewise, if someone new moves to the parish Pass on contact details of the Clerk if they wish to be added to the distribution list.

Thank you to Mel Wilkins for continuing to photocopy the monthly printed issues and last but not least the volunteers who deliver the paper copies in all winds and weathers. 

Don’t forget to send us any news, dates of events or updates for your groups.  It is also nice to have photos and reports of events that have taken place, as these are a way of recording all the exciting things that happen throughout the year. Contact: jacquie88@btinternet.com 
Open Spaces

Thank you to the volunteers who look after the flower tubs by the Well House and by the phone box in Goatacre. We know there are volunteer litter pickers that go quietly about during the year collecting rubbish from ditches and verges.  Your effort into keeping the Parish looking so good is really appreciated. 

Reminders to dog owners, please do not to take dogs into the School Playing fields or Children’s Play Park and please pick up your dog mess whilst out walking, taking the bags home or popping them in the WC bins. Please also make sure your dog is not allowed to roam around outside your property unaccompanied.   
Highways

Our contacts at Wiltshire Council (WC) continue to support us on community days to help keep the Parish looking smart and tidy our fantastic Parish Steward Michael goes above and beyond to help keep the Parish looking smart. If you notice any highway issues that need attention (hedges overgrowing the highways or pavements, grit bins that need refilling or repairs to pot holes etc) then these can be reported 
on My Wiltshire: 

•      http://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/mywiltshire-online- reporting 

•      or by phoning 0300 456 0105 

•      by post Customer Services, County Hall, Bythesea Road, Trowbridge BA14 8JN 

•      by email northernhighways@wiltshire.gov.uk 

You can also help by making sure your hedges and shrubs are kept well trimmed and do not obstruct pavements and obscure vision for drivers. Be considerate to wheelchair users and those using pushchairs.
We remind residents each year to please be considerate when parking vehicles.  Remember it is an offence to park on pavements as this causes an obstruction. Similarly, parking on corners is dangerous and can also be an offence that could attract a parking fine.  
Parish Councillors Contact Detail
Jeff Files - 760336                               Rob Fry – 07900 52636                           Lynne Hays -  760535                                 John Henly – 07901 750564                   Wendy Leaning – 760112                         Jasmine McFadzean – 760611              

Piers Maynard - 760621                         Shawn Warren-Willcox – 07545 322101  Mel Wilkins – 07443 940367  


 





Clerk to the Parish Council:  Mrs J Henly   Tel: 07850 567068E-mail: Jacquie88@btinternet.com Chairman: Mr J Henly 
